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Official Rules  

for  

RISE: The Challenge 

 

No Purchase Necessary. A Purchase Will Not Increase Your Chances of Winning. 

1. Eligibility:  RISE: The Challenge (the “Contest”) is open only to legal residents of the United 
States (except for residents of Florida, New York and Rhode Island) who are at least eighteen 
(18) years old and who are graduates of the Community Business Academy. Employees, mem-
bers of the Strategic Advisory Board, members of the Board of Trustees, contractors, service pro-
viders of Rising Tide Capital, (“Sponsor”), as well as their immediate family (spouse, parents, 
siblings, and children) and household members of those employees, are not eligible to enter.  

2. How to Enter: The Contest will have 4 levels of participation as set forth below. There is a limit of 
one (1) entry per person and Entrants may not use multiple e-mail addresses to enter. The use of 
an agency or any automated system to enter is strictly prohibited, and Sponsor reserves the right 
to disqualify any entries received through such methods, as determined by Sponsor, in its sole 
discretion.  

3. How to Enter: The Contest will have 4 rounds of participation as set forth below. There is a limit 
of one (1) entry per person and Entrants may not use multiple e-mail addresses to enter. The use 
of an agency or any automated system to enter is strictly prohibited, and Sponsor reserves the 
right to disqualify any entries received through such methods, as determined by Sponsor, in its 
sole discretion.  

Round 1: Entrants will complete the challenge application located at 
https://rtc.secure.nonprofitsoapbox.com/rise-the-challenge and provide his or her contact infor-
mation, business and product descriptions, social media handles for their business (if available), 
headshots, respond to questions that describe how their business has a positive impact on their 
community and submit their competition profile. After an entrant submits his or her application, 
Sponsor will place their entry into one of five business sectors: (i) Community; (ii) Expression; (iii) 
Food; (iv) Health; or (v) Sustainability (each a “Sector”). Sponsor has the right and discretion to 
select the sector selected by a competitor. Ten entrants from each of the five sections (totaling 50 
entrants) will be selected to move to Round 2.  

Round 2: Entrants who are selected to move to Round 2 will have their headshots and competi-
tion profile posted on Sponsor’s website at www.RISE.RisingTideCapital.org for members of the 
public to vote for their favorite Entrant while judges will score the competition entries. Voting will 

https://rtc.secure.nonprofitsoapbox.com/rise-the-challenge
http://www.rise.risingtidecapital.org/
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account for 50 percent of the scores needed to move on to the next round of competition. Individ-
uals will be allowed to vote for one entry, per sector, per device, per day. Entrants may not pay 
anyone or provide any other type of consideration in exchange for votes. Any Entrants who vio-
late the ban on paying or providing consideration in exchange for votes will be disqualified. Spon-
sor will select three Entrants per Sector (totaling fifteen (15) Entrants) to move to Round 3 based 
on the public vote (weighed at 50%) and the judges’ selection (weighed at 50%), the three entries 
with the highest scores within each sector (fifteen finalists in total) will move on to the next round 
of the competition. Vote totals may be shared with Entrants on a real-time basis, before being 
verified for integrity. These unverified votes do not necessarily reflect accurate vote count.  

Round 3: Entrants who are selected to move to Round 3 will attend an Entrant pitch tutorial by 
Sponsor, and will be required to create a 7-minute pitch to sell their business ideas to a panel of 
judges. There will be three minutes for Q&A following each pitch. If an Entrant is not able to at-
tend Round 3, he or she will be disqualified and the Entrant who had the next highest weighted 
average score in Round 2 will take his or her place in Round 3. The judges will select one Entrant 
from each Sector (totaling five (5) Entrants to become Finalists. All Finalists will be honored at 
The Gala on November 13, 2019. 

Round 4: Entrants who are selected to move to Round 4 will be required to submit their 7-minute 
pitch to a different panel of judges who will select one Entrant to be the Grand Prize Winner. En-
trants may change/update/edit their pitches for the final round if they see fit, based on feedback 
from the judges. There will be three minutes for Q&A following each pitch. If an Entrant is not able 
to attend Round 4, he or she will be disqualified and the Entrant who had the next highest 
weighted average score in Round 3 will take his or her place in Round 4. 

Pitch Requirements. In Round 3 and Round 4, all pitches must cover the following topics: (i) 
what their business is selling; (ii) who their target market customers are; (iii) how the business 
markets its goods or services; (iv) how the business is innovating in its industry; (v) how the En-
trants intends for their business to impact their community; (vi) specifically how the winnings 
would impact their ability to generate a profit for their business; (vii) the Entrant’s plans for grow-
ing their business in the future; (viii) how the Entrant plans to measure their success and (ix) how 
their business creates a positive impact on the communities in which they reside. Sponsor re-
serves the right to change the finals pitch criteria in its discretion at any time. Entrants may bring 
reasonable physical items and props with them to their pitch during Round 3 and Round 4. Pitch-
es will be timed and flashcards held up to notify the Entrant of when they near the allotted time 
limit. 

4. Entry Period:   

Round 1: Begins at 12:00 PM EDT on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 and ends at 12:00 PM EDT on 
Wednesday, June 26, 2019 (the “Round 1 Entry Period”).  

Round 2: Begins at 12:00 PM EDT on Monday, July 8, 2019 and ends at 12:00 PM EDT on Sun-
day, July 14, 2019 (the “Round 2 Entry Period”).  

Round 3: Begins at 6:00 PM EDT on Thursday, July 18, 2019, with the Pitch Tutorial, and ends 
at 5:00 PM EDT on July 25, 2019 at the end of the first round of pitches (the “Round 3 Entry Peri-
od”).  

Round 4: Begins at 6:00 PM ET on Thursday, August 1, 2019 and ends at 9:00 PM ET on Au-
gust 1, 2019 (the “Round 4 Entry Period”). 
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Entries submitted before or after any the Entry Period will not be eligible. Sponsor’s computer is 
the official time-keeping device for the Contest. 

5. Selection Process: After the close of the Entry Period for each Round, all valid entries will be 
judged as follows: 

Round 1: By a panel of 5 judges to be selected by the Sponsor at their sole discretion. The En-
trants’ application will be judged on: 

(i) their explanation of their product or service; 

(ii) the need that their product or service is meeting in their community;  

(iii) their plans for growing their businesses in the future; 

(iv) their plans for impacting their community through their business; and  

(v) how they will use their prize money to grow their business. 

On or about Friday, June 28, 2019, the Round 1 Judges will evaluate the Entrants’ applications 
and pick Fifty (50) Entrants who will move to Round 2. The odds of being selected depend on the 
number of entries or nominations received. 

Sponsor will attempt to notify the Fifty Entrants within three (3) business days of the completion of 
the selection process.  

Round 2: By online voting and a panel of 5 judges to be selected by the Sponsor at their sole 
discretion. The Entrants’ competition profile will be judged on: 

(i) their explanation of their product or service; 

(ii) the need that their product or service is meeting in their community;  

(iii) their plans for growing their businesses in the future; 

(iv) their plans for impacting their community through their business; and  

(v) how they will use their prize money to grow their business. 

On or about Thursday July 11, 2019, the Round 2 Judges will evaluate and score the entrants, 
while the online voting is happening. Sponsor will review the Judges’ selection (weighed at 50%) 
and the results of the online voting (weighed at 50%) and select the top three Entrants with the 
combined highest scores in each sector for a total of Fifteen (15) Entrants to move to Round 3. 
The odds of being selected depend on the number of entries or nominations received. 

Sponsor will attempt to notify the Fifteen (15) Entrants within three (3) business days of the com-
pletion of the selection process.  

Round 3: By a panel of 5 judges to be selected by the Sponsor at their sole discretion. After the 
pitch and the Q&A, the judges will complete a paper ballot which rates the pitch on nine ques-
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tions. The questions are designed to judge how clearly and effectively the finalist has explained 
their business or idea. Every question uses a rating system, from 1 to 5 (5 being the highest 
score). Paper ballots will be taken from the judges to a score tabulator in another room who will 
not hear any of the pitches. The tabulator will add up the scores to produce a total and median 
score for each finalist. The winners will be determined by the highest three total scores. In the 
event of a tie, the person with the highest median score wins. The judges will score the Entrants 
based on the following questions: 

 (i) Has the Entrant clearly stated what need the business is addressing?  

(ii) Is it clear how the business will operate (finance, product delivery, people) 

  (iii) Is it clear who the target market customers for the business are? 

(iv) Is it clear how the business is marketing/will market its product/service? 

(v) Is it clear how the Entrant intends for their business to impact their community? 

(vi) Is it clear how the Entrant will use the $5,000 prize for their business.(In order to generate a 
profit for the business/ grow the business) 

(vii) Is it clear how the Entrant will grow their business for the future?  

(viii) Is it clear how the Entrant would measure their success? 

(ix) Evaluation of the Entrants’ overall presentation. 

At the Round 3 event, Judges will evaluate the Entrants’ pitches and pick Five (5) Entrants (one 
from each Sector) to be Finalists who will move to Round 4. Sponsor will notify the Five Finalists 
at the Round 3 Event that they been selected to win the Semi-Finalist prize and will move to 
Round 4. The odds of being selected depend on the number of entries or nominations received. 

Round 4: By a panel of 9 judges to be selected by the Sponsor at their sole discretion. After the 
pitch and the Q&A, the judges will complete a paper ballot which rates the pitch on nine ques-
tions. The questions are designed to judge how clearly and effectively the finalist has explained 
their business or idea. Every question uses a rating system, from 1 to 5 (5 being the highest 
score). Paper ballots will be taken from the judges to a score tabulator in another room who will 
not hear any of the pitches. The tabulator will add up the scores to produce a total and median 
score for each finalist. The winners will be determined by the highest three total scores. In the 
event of a tie, the person with the highest median score wins. The judges will score the Entrants 
based on the following questions: 

 (i) Has the Entrant clearly stated what need the business is addressing?  

(ii) Is it clear how the business will operate (finance, product delivery, people)? 

  (iii) Is it clear who the target market customers for the business are? 

(iv) Is it clear how the business is marketing/will market its product/service? 
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(v) Is it clear how the Entrant intends for their business to impact their community? 

(vi) Is it clear how the Entrant will use the additional $10,000 prize for their business? (In order to 
generate a profit for the business/ grow the business) 

(vii) Is it clear how the Entrant will grow their business for the future?  

(viii) Is it clear how the Entrant would measure their success? 

(ix) Evaluation of the Entrants’ overall presentation. 

At the Round 4 event, Judges will evaluate the Entrants’ pitches and pick One (1) Entrants to be 
the Grand Prize Winner. Sponsor will notify the Grand Prize Winner at the Round 4 event that he 
or she has been selected to win the Grand Prize.  

The odds of being selected depend on the number of entries or nominations received. 

Semi-Finalists and the Grant Prize Winner will subsequently be announced through Sponsor’s 
social media sites (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn), www.RisingTideCapital.org, 
www.TheStartSomethingChallenge.org, and press releases. 

6. Requirements of Potential Winner(s):  Except where prohibited, a potential winner will be re-
quired to complete and return an affidavit of eligibility and liability/publicity release within seven 
(7) days of being initially contacted by the Sponsor. If a potential winner fails to sign and return 
these documents within seven (7) days, the potential winner will be deemed to have forfeited his 
or her winnings and an alternate potential winner will be selected in his/her place in a random 
drawing of all remaining entries received. Only three (3) alternate potential winners may be con-
tacted. 

7. Prize(s):  Each Semi-Finalist will receive a Five Thousand Dollar ($5,000.00 US) cash prize. 
The Grand Prize Winner will receive an additional Ten Thousand Dollar ($10,000.00 US) cash 
prize for a total Grand Prize of a Fifteen Thousand Dollar ($15,000.00 US) cash prize. The Prize 
does not include transportation to and from the Event or lodging, meals or other expenses in-
curred in connection with attendance at the Event. A winner is responsible for paying any appli-
cable income taxes and any and all other costs and expenses not listed above. Any prize details 
not specified above will be determined by Sponsor, in its sole discretion. A prize may not be 
transferred and must be accepted as awarded. A winner may not request cash or a substitute 
prize; however, Sponsor reserves the right to substitute a prize with another prize of equal or 
greater value if the prize is not available for any reason, as determined by Sponsor, in its sole 
discretion.  

8. General Conditions:  In the event that the operation, security, or administration of the Contest is 
impaired in any way for any reason, including, but not limited to fraud, virus, bug, worm, a change 
to any applicable terms of service, unauthorized human intervention or other technical problem, 
or in the event the Contest is unable to run as planned for any reason, as determined by Sponsor 
in their sole discretion, the Sponsor may, in their sole discretion, either (a) suspend the Contest to 
address the impairment and then resume the Contest in a manner that best conforms to the spirit 
of these Official Rules or (b) terminate the Contest and, in the event of termination, award the 
prize at random from among the eligible entries received up to the time of the impairment. The 
Sponsor reserve the right in its sole discretion to disqualify any individual it finds to be tampering 
with the entry process or the operation of the Contest or to be acting in violation of these Official 
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Rules or in an unsportsmanlike or disruptive manner. Any attempt by any person to damage the 
website or undermine the legitimate operation of the Contest may be a violation of criminal and 
civil law, and, should such an attempt be made, the Sponsor reserve the right to seek damages 
(including attorney’s fees) and any other remedies from any such person to the fullest extent 
permitted by law. Failure by the Sponsor to enforce any provision of these Official Rules shall not 
constitute a waiver of that provision, any rights or remedies available to the Sponsor, whether set 
forth in these Official Rules or elsewhere. Proof of sending any communication to Sponsor by 
mail shall not be deemed proof of receipt of that communication. In the event of a dispute as to 
the owner of an online entry, the authorized account holder of the e-mail address used to enter 
will be deemed to be the owner. Entries cannot (i) violate the rights of others, including copyright, 
trade secret, license, patent, trademark, privacy or any other right; (ii) include instructions or activ-
ities that could cause harm or injury, (iii) contains any material or content that is libelous or in any 
way unlawful; or (iv) contain depictions of any individuals who have not granted permission to ap-
pear in the Entry. 

9. Release and Limitations of Liability:  By participating in the Contest, entrants agree to release 
and hold harmless, collectively and individually, the Sponsor, advertising and promotion agen-
cies, other companies associated with the Contest, and each of their respective parent compa-
nies, subsidiaries, affiliates, officers, directors, employees, shareholders, representatives, and 
agents (the “Released Parties”) from and against any claim or cause of action arising out of par-
ticipation in the Contest or receipt or use of any Prize (including any travel or activity related 
thereto), including, but not limited to: (a) any technical errors associated with the Contest, includ-
ing lost, interrupted or unavailable Internet Service Provider (ISP), network, server, wireless ser-
vice provider, or other connections, availability or accessibility or miscommunications or failed 
computer, satellite, telephone, cellular tower or cable transmissions, lines, or technical failure or 
jumbled, scrambled, delayed, or misdirected transmissions or computer hardware or software 
malfunctions, failures or difficulties; (b) unauthorized human intervention in the Contest; (c) me-
chanical, network, electronic, computer, human, printing or typographical errors; (d) application 
downloads, (e) any other errors or problems in connection with the Contest, including, without lim-
itation, a changes to any applicable terms of service, errors that may occur in the administration 
of the Contest or the processing of entries, the announcement of the winner, the cancellation or 
postponement of the event and/or the flyover, if applicable, the incorrect downloading of the ap-
plication the processing of entries application downloads or in any Contest-related materials; (f) 
injury, death, losses or damages of any kind, to persons or property which may be caused, direct-
ly or indirectly, in whole or in part, from entrants participation in the Contest or acceptance, re-
ceipt or misuse of the prize (including any travel or activity related thereto); or (g) ) lost, late, 
postage-due, misdirected, or undeliverable mail. Entrant further agrees that in any cause of ac-
tion, the Released Parties liability will be limited to the cost of entering and participating in the 
Contest, and in no event shall the entrant be entitled to receive attorney’s fees. Released Parties 
are also not responsible for any incorrect or inaccurate information, whether caused by site users, 
tampering, hacking, or by any equipment or programming associated with or utilized in the Con-
test. Entrant waives the right to claim any damages whatsoever, including, but not limited to, puni-
tive, consequential, direct, or indirect damages. 

Privacy and Publicity:  Any information Entrants provide when he or she enters the Contest will 
be used in accordance with Sponsor’s Privacy Policy. Except where prohibited, participation in 
the Contest constitutes each Entrant’s consent to Sponsor’s use of his or her name, likeness, 
voice, opinions, biographical information, and state of residence for promotional purposes in any 
media, including being identified through Sponsor’s social media sites (Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram, and LinkedIn), www.RisingTideCapital.org, www.TheStartSomethingChallenge.org, and 
press releases, without further payment or consideration.  

https://www.risingtidecapital.org/privacy-policy/


 
 

 
 

 Page 7 of 7 

10. Disputes:  Entrants agree that any and all disputes, claims and causes of action arising out of, or 
connected with, the Contest or any prize awarded shall be resolved individually, without resort to 
any form of class action, and exclusively by the appropriate court located in Washington, DC. All 
issues and questions concerning the construction, validity, interpretation and enforceability of 
these Official Rules, Entrants’ rights and obligations, or the rights and obligations of Sponsor in 
connection with the Contest, shall be governed by, and construed in accordance with, the laws of 
the State of New Jersey, without giving effect to any choice of law or conflict of law rules (whether 
of New Jersey or any other jurisdiction), which would cause the application of the laws of any ju-
risdiction other than New Jersey. 

11. Sponsor:  The Contest is sponsored by the Rising Tide Capital, 384 Martin Luther King Drive, 
Jersey City, NJ 07305.  

12. Results:  For the names of the winners of any prize over $25, please send a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to Rising Tide Capital, 384 Martin Luther King Drive, Jersey City, NJ 07305. 
Requests must be received by November 30, 2019. 
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